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NORTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Date:      Tuesday 15th July 2014 Time:         19.30 

Venue:    Norton Village Hall Clerk:      Angela Feltham 

 

Minute Agenda Item/Outcome Action 

 ORDINARY MEETING  

 Record Attendance, Apologies, Absence. 
Council Attendance: 

Cllr M Goodman (Chairman)                          
Cllr L Davidson    

Cllr C Thomas 

Cllr S Goulden  
Cllr R Macanndrais       

Invitees 
Cllr Alan Hills 

Public 
13 members of the public 

 

14.07.176 Acceptance of Apologies 
Apology received and accepted from Cllr K Russell  

Cllr Woods was absent without offering an apology which arrived after the meeting 

 

14.07.177 Declaration of Interest on the Agenda 

Cllr Goulden declared an interest in minute no. 14.07.184 

 

14.07.178 Consideration of any requests for dispensation 

None to declare 

 

14.07.179 Open Section 

Chairman asked Cllr Hills for his consideration in rearranging the order of the agenda so 

that Mr John Ellerby could answer questions on the village Bus Services early in the 
meeting. Cllr Hills kindly agreed to speak after agenda item 14.07.182 

 
Cllr Hills reported the demolition of the old bus station in Northampton will start in late 

2014 to allow for redevelopment of a shopping area and offices. 

 
The working group covering Fire and Rescue are holding discussions with the Chief Fire 

Officer and the Police and Crime Commissioner to look at integrating some of their 
services to make financial saving and increase efficiency. The Ambulance Service may 

also be reviewed under a similar scheme. 

 
In Northants County there is £200k of Grant money available to Innovative Community 

Projects. £1k to £10k to people and communities to support public Health and Adult 
Social Care. Grants in the following ranges £2.5k to £10k and £500 to £5k for Community 

Well-Being are also available. To qualify the applicant has to find the first 25%. 
 

On 21st and 22nd May Dept of Education invited County to review children’s services. 

The County received positive remarks as improvements were being made. The honesty 
and passion of staff were praised. The past 12 months had been difficult due to changes. 

The County were able to be clearer about their expectations going forward. The 
leadership of Children’s Services was praised. 

 

Cllr Hills had spoken with Della Butcher regarding WW1 Centenary Commemorations 
being arranged in villages. The feedback is excellent. Young primary school children are 
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interested in the subject. DB has asked Norton Parish to submit photos and details of the 

event arranged for 10th August and they will be included on a video. 

 
DIRFT 3 was approved on 3rd July. It was seen as an ‘inward investment’ It will include a 

rail link and new distribution storage operational facilities and create around 900 new 
jobs on the site. Daventry has 2% unemployment at present. There are more vacancies 

than on the job seekers list. 
 

Cllr Hills had visited the University Technical College and reported the Principle is an 

ex-Army Officer who instils discipline into pupils. The College will be able to 
accommodate 600 students. The equipment is excellent. The UTC will provide both 

technical and vocational qualifications.  
 

Cllr Hills showed concern over parents enrolling children in schools outside of Daventry. 

The schools within Daventry are and have improved and he is optimistic about the future 
of education. £6.5m has been allotted for a new Northampton College to cater for 700 

pupils. Looking at the  longer term (2030 to 2036) and the bigger picture for Daventry, 
the housing requirements and the education system and what Daventry can offer, the 

education being provided is a major focal point for improvement now. Moulton College, in 
Daventry District, is currently showing pass rates of 89%. When students leave the 

college they each have an excellent chance of future employment due to the college 

offering both technical and vocational qualifications. 
 

Cllr Goodman thanked Cllr Hills for his contribution. 

14.07.180 Approve Minutes of meeting held 17th June 2014 

Proposed Cllr Davidson, 2nd Cllr Goodman. Councillors Thomas and Goulden were not 
present at the June meeting. Chairman did not accept Cllr Macanndrais’ vote as he had 

not taken part in the meeting and as his co-option paperwork had not been completed 

the Chairman was unsure whether his votes would be valid during voting on other items 
on the agenda. (It was later established that Cllr. Macanndrais' votes were valid). Minutes 

signed by Chairman as a true record of the meeting held 17th June 2014. 

 

14.07.181 Actions from previous minutes 

14.06.169 The hedge/trees that had grown into the overhead cables have been lopped 
allowing for several years growth before needing further attention. 

 

 
 

14.07.182 Update on County Connect Bus Service 
Mr John Ellerby, MGWSP, with responsibility for Northants Bus Service had kindly agreed 

to attend the meeting to discuss the changes to the County Connect bus operator. 

The current service was supplied by Milton Keynes Community Transport (MKCT) with an 
organisation in Lincolnshire arranging the bookings. The three year contract is due to 

expire on 31 August 2014 and MKCT did not offer a tender to continue the service. A 
tender from Kier Transport had been accepted and the service will continue on 1 

September 2014. For the first three months or so the buses may not be low threshold 
and so anyone wishing to use the bus with a wheelchair, buggy or requiring assistance to 

mount the bus will need to use the back entry lift. MKCT have maintained 4 buses to 

service routes with an extra bus on standby for peak times and to cover maintenance. 
Kier Transport will be working with only 4 buses to cover the West Northants area. The 

service may be available from 7am to 7pm in the future. This will be publicised when 
available. 

Q. Chairman asked if the Daventry to Long Buckby bus service provider could re-route 

this bus to include Norton? (A question previously asked of Cllr Hills)  
A. Stagecoach run this service and it is not subsidised. Northants CC have no influence 

over this commercial route. John Ellerby agreed to ask again.  
Cllr Davidson suggested NPC write to Stagecoach to ask them to reconsider. Cllr Hills to 
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provide Clerk with contact details. 

Q. Is it possible to use the internet booking system to book for only 1 hour in advance? 

A. The booking service is provided by an organisation based in Lincolnshire and as such 
they require the time to schedule the booking and liase with the bus service provider. 

Q. Is it necessary to become a ‘member’ to use the service? 
A. The driver is instructed to not carry a traveller unless they have booked which means 

becoming a member. There are instances where a traveller accompanying an existing 
member is permitted to travel on the bus.   

It was noted that both Whilton Marina and Welton Marina have a block booking system 

and visitors to the area can travel under them. 
 

Mr Ellerby asked the residents if they were generally happy with the service they 
received. All agreed it is an excellent service from booking to the travelling and return. 

 

Cllr Goodman thanked Mr Ellerby for attending the meeting who then departed. 

CLERK 

 

 PLANNING  

14.07.183 DA/2013/0584 

White Horse Inn 
After corresponding with Ian Vincent, Chief Executive, DDC and Chris Heaton-Harris M.P., 

Cllr Goodman had received an email from John Tierney, Snr Planning Officer whose reply 
suggested that retrospective planning would be approved.  

 

Cllr Goodman expressed his concern over the conduct at DDC and their unwillingness to 
enforce a previous approved application with detailed conditions. It shows a disregard for 

the whole process and it could open the ‘flood gates’ for new applicants if DDC continue 
with setting this precedent. Cllr Goodman acknowledged the building of The White Horse 

is not Grade II listed or in a Conservation Area but being in a prominent position within 
the village it does make it a focal point. 

 

Cllr Goodman will continue to press on with correspondence with C Heaton-Harris and to 
contact other parish councils to gain their views and gather information on their 

experiences in the area of Planning. 
 

Cllr Hills suggested that upon responding to the Retrospective Planning Application that 

Norton Parish Council make their views known again. Cllr Hills also supported Cllr 
Goodman’s action to continue to correspond with Chris Heaton-Harris and enclose copies 

to John Tierney. 
 

Cllr Davidson supports the actions to date of Cllr Goodman and stated that NPC 

recommended acceptance of the second planning application on the basis of wood being 
used for the windows and doors of the proposed Chip Shop and Managers Apartment. 

DDC’s own Conservation Officer made the same recommendations. Cllr Hills suggested 
this is referred to in future correspondence with DDC. 

Cllr Macanndrais asked about the situation with regard to the signage and if it required 
planning permission. Cllr Davidson understands that the owner of the White Horse has to 

apply and gain planning permission for signage before trading commences. 

Cllr Macanndrais suggested NPC request the application goes to a Full Planning 
Committtee at DDC which will allow NPC Councillors 3 minutes to speak. Cllr Goodman 

considered there had to be a number of requests before any application could go before 
a Full Committee. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

14.07.184 DA/2014/0486 
Norton Fields Farm 

Change of use from agricultural land to storage of up to 350 caravans, 
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improvements to access, construction of security fencing and associated 

works (revised scheme). 

It was considered by Council the application had not been amended sufficiently to cover 
concerns over Highways and Visual Impact. Previous concerns remained with an 

additional concern over the introduction to the application of a filter lane to cross the A5.  
Cllr Goulden had viewed the working files and obtained copies of supporting documents. 

In speaking with the Planning Officer they had discussed the approach of including a 
‘back stop’ within the response if there was not support for the application as presented. 

Cllr Goodman did not support this approach as it suggested the Council would support a 

future application with the suggested amendments and this was the third such 
application. 

Cllr Macanndrais suggested approaching the Highways Consultant and would provide 
contact details. 

Proposal to object to the application 

Proposed Cllr Davidson 2nd Cllr Thomas – All in favour 
Clerk to respond. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Cllr 
Macanndrais 
 
 
CLERK 

 Cllr Hills was unable to remain in attendance and offered his apology.  

14.07.185 Pre-application Consultation CTIL Ref: 106713 for a proposed ‘4G’ Base 
Station Upgrade at Borough Hill Farm, London Road, Daventry 

Proposal to accept. 
Proposed Cllr Goodman 2nd Cllr Davidson All in favour 

Clerk to respond 

 
 

 
 

CLERK 

14.07.186 Pre-application Consultation CTIL Ref: 106713 for a proposed ‘4G’ Base 

Station Upgrade at Norton Fields Farm, Watling Street, Norton 

Proposal to accept. 
Proposed Cllr Goodman 2nd Cllr Davidson All in favour 

Clerk to respond 

 

 

 
 

CLERK 

14.07.187 Proposed single Wind Turbine at Ryehill Lodge Barn, Long Buckby 

Proposal submitted by Urban Wind Ltd. 
Upon receipt of the proposal Clerk had contacted the six residents who live in the 

immediate area along the Grand Union Canal. Their response was received by email that 

was presented to the meeting. 
Proposal to object if this application goes to planning. 

Proposed Cllr Goodman, 2nd Cllr Davidson, All in favour 
Cllr Goodman asked for the email response be included with the letter to Urban Wind Ltd 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
CLERK 

 FINANCE  

14.07.188 Receive report and Annual Return from BDO for external audit year ending 
2014 

Proposal to accept the Annual Return and report from BDO. 

Proposed Cllr Goodman, 2nd Cllr Davidson, All in favour 

 

14.07.189 Bank Reconciliation as at 30 June 2014 

Clerk/RFO presented the following reconciliation                                     £ 

Cash in hand as at 1 April 2014  25496.97 

Less unpresented cheques as at 1 April 2014        0.00 

Add receipts during the current year    4464.06 

Less payments during the current year   -3101.22 

Cash in hand c/f 30 April 2014 26859.81 

Represented by Bank Account balances as at 30 June 2014 
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HSBC Current Account *     2407.94 

HSBC Playing Field Account *     1934.59 

HSBC Savings      7506.92 

HSBC Deposit Bond    15,070.36 

Total  26919.81 

Less unpresented cheques     - 60.00 

Revised total  26859.81 

Cllrs had no questions. * Chairman initialled to confirm bank account balances as correct 

reporting of on these accounts. 

14.07.190 Review of Account for first Quarter 2014/15  

Clerk presented reports for receipts, payments and a comparison with precept for the 
first quarter.  

 

14.07.191 Clerk/RFO presented the following invoices for approval and cheques for signature. 
Cheque 
No. 

Amount 
Total 

VAT Amount 
w/o 
VAT 

Payee Authority 

100308 107.33 17.89 89.44 Hampshire Flag Company Flags 

100309 135.00 22.50 112.50 Chalks WW1 Centenary 

100310 384.00 64.00 320.00 Stephen Hartwell Grass Verges 

100311 86.16 14.36 71.80 E.On Energy Solutions Ltd  Lighting mainten. 

100312 78.00 13.00 65.00 Playsafety Ltd RoSPA Inspection 

100313 116.16 5.53 110.63 E.ON UK plc Lighting usage 

100314 120.00 20.00 100.00 BDO LLP Audit fee 

100315 26.70 0.00 26.70 Angela Feltham Expense 

100316 237.50 0.00 237.50 Angela Feltham Salary 

TOTAL 1290.85     

Proposal to approve invoices and sign cheques as presented 
Proposed by Cllr Davidson, Seconded Cllr Thomas, All in favour.  

Cllr Thomas and Cllr Davidson signed all cheques and initialled cheque stubs. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

14.07.192 Review Bank Signatories and present Bank Mandate for signing 

Not all Councillors involved in becoming signatories were in attendance. 

Proposal to visit on the next agenda. All in favour. 

 

 

CLERK 

14.07.193 Consider options for future payment methods 

Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 

CLERK 

14.07.194 Review condition and performance of laptop  

Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 

CLERK 

 HIGHWAYS  

14.07.195 Highways update by Cllr Robins 

Cllr Robins resigned from his position as Councillor on 7th July 2014. 
Cllr Goodman offered his thanks for Cllr Robins’ contributions. 

 

It was noted the road speed signs at the A5 entrance/exit had been altered to include 
both 30mph and 40mph as per last year’s planning application by NCC, however works 

for the same had not been completed at the Daventry entrance/exit as expected. Cllr 
Goodman had noted a significant difference in the reduction of speed of the traffic since 

their installation. 
 

Cllr Goodman asked for a volunteer to report on Highways. Cllr Macanndrais agreed. 
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14.07.196 Report on action taken with regard to condition of street lighting 

Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 

CLERK 

14.07.197 Reinstate dog fouling sign 

Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 

CLERK 

 OTHER BUSINES  

14.07.198 Update on condition/maintenance of Jacks Patch and the RoSPA inspection 

report 

A review was given by Roger Saunders. 
RoSPA had inspected the play area and made three recommendations that were not High 

Risk but also not easy to solve. 
1) The stones (boulders) for children to climb on and over do not comply but apart 

from removing them there is no resolution. 

2) The ground cover matting under the bark at the base of the slide was showing. 
This has been trimmed. 

3) A sign along the fence was reported as being loose. When Tim Kirby inspected 
this he couldn’t find the issue. 

 
Tim Kirby had left a sign on the site for helpers to weed the area.  

 

A contribution toward the purchase of the recent plaque dedicated to the late Mr Luck 
was requested. Cllr Goodman asked that it be an item on the next agenda. (Sept) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CLERK 

14.07.199 Update on proposals for the creation of a Village sign 
Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 
CLERK 

14.07.200 Update on progress on contact with Land Registry 
Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 
CLERK 

14.07.201 Discuss Community Infrastructure Levy Consultation as advised by West 
Northants Joint Planning Unit and form a response 

Cllr Goodman proposed he and Clerk would complete the online response later this week. 
2nd Cllr Davidson. All in favour  

 
Cllr 

Goodman/ 
CLERK 

14.07.202 Report from Cllr Russell on 5 Year Land Supply Briefing by DDC 
Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 
CLERK 

14.07.203 Report from Cllr Russell and Cllr Goulden on CIL training at NCALC  
Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 
CLERK 

14.07.204 Review and completion of Rural Housing Policy Review 
Cllr Goodman proposed he and Clerk would complete the online response later this week. 

2nd Cllr Davidson. All in favour 

Cllr 
Goodman/ 

CLERK 

14.07.205 Review Councillors point of contact for Highways and Internal Audit Controls 

Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 

CLERK 

14.07.206 Discuss Data Protection Act compliance 

Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 

CLERK 

14.07.207 Report from WWI Centenary Commemoration Sub-Committee 

Cllr Goodman proposed this be addressed at the next ordinary meeting. All in favour 

 

CLERK 

14.07.208 Agree date of next meeting 

 16th Sept 2014 

 

14.06.173 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

Detail Action 

Hampshire Flag Company – 3 flags Clerk to retain 

Chalks fundraising – 50 Bookmarks for WW1 Centenary Handed to Cllr 
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Commemoration Event Goodman 

J Parkers Wholesale – Autumn plant/bulb catalogue None 

Fentongollan – Wholesale bulb catalogue None 
 

 FINAL CONCLUSION OF MEETING  

14.07.211 Raise matters for report only 
Cllr Goodman proposed an extra ordinary meeting be arranged for Tuesday 29th July 2014 

and asked if Councillors would be available. It was agreed Clerk would arrange. 

 
 

CLERK 

14.07.212 Meeting closed 21.53  

 

 

 
 

 
Signed 

 

 

 
 

 
...................................................... 

 
Cllr Mike Goodman 

Chairman                                                      Date .............................................. 

 

 


